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It is good to renew one's wonder, said the philosopher. 

Space travel has again made children of us all. 

        ~ Ray Bradbury, American Science Fiction Writer 

 

Cosmic Curiosities                      Far Out Fact 

 
Rodgers’ Rocket Arm 

  
Does Aaron Rodgers have a rocket arm? He can fire a football as 
fast as you can legally drive your car, about 65 miles per hour.   
 
Speed is one thing. What about accuracy? Some say Mr. Rodgers 
has a built-in laser-guidance system. His impeccable precision 
throwing his bullet passes during the recent Super Bowl victory 
proves this claim.   
 
While these are nice and deserving compliments for Rodgers, his 
arm is obviously not even close to the speeds of a space rocket. To 
achieve Earth orbit, a rocket needs to travel 17,500 miles per hour.  
That’s 270 times faster than the esteemed Super Bowl MVP.  
Putting these speeds another way, a rocket travels five miles per 
second. Rodgers can sling a football 0.018 miles per second—or 
about 30 yards. Imagine your car traveling five miles per second.  
Commutes and errands would be a breeze. 
 

  
As for hitting the target directly, NASA navigated the Mars Rover 
Spirit 300 million miles to the red planet and landed within 1/8 of a 
mile of their intended target. Not bad. 

 
EMPTY UNIVERSE 

 

  
If we do ever become space travelers, there 
will be some long, lonely rides. 
 
The universe is not only mind-bogglingly big, 
it’s also incredibly empty. When we see a 
gorgeous galaxy picture, it looks like a 
compact city of stars. It’s not. Stars are 
actually incredibly far apart from each other.  
 

  
Same deal with the Solar System. Most 
pictures make it look like the planets are 
pretty close to each other. Again, not true—
there are great distances between them. 
 

  
Think about the space probe on its way to 
Mars. Even though your craft is going around 
eight miles per second, it will still take you 
about seven months to get there. Imagine 
moving that fast with nothing much to look at 
outside the window.   
 
Today, if we want to take a trip to the nearest 
star, it would take 200,000 years. Again, 
without much sightseeing along the way.  
Empty—that’s the rule of the universe. 



Sky Sights            Moon Mixings 
 

The Planets  
 

Venus  still greets early risers with its sparkling brilliance. Look 
southeast before sunrise.   
 
Jupiter is disappearing fast. Try to catch it during the first part of 
March low in the southwestern sky just after sunset. By the end of 
March, the king planet will slowly fade into the Sun’s glare.  
 
Mercury  and Jupiter  make a great pair in the evening sky this 
month. Their closest approach will be March 15. However, it will not 
be an easy sighting. Look low due west about 45 minutes after 
sunset for the biggest and smallest planet. Both will get more 
difficult to see at the end of March. 
 

 
 
Saturn  is getting a lot easier to see in the evening sky. At the start 
of the month, the ringed world rises a few hours after sunset. Near 
the end, it will be close to rising as the Sun goes down. 
 
Mars  is out-of-sight all month behind the Sun. 
 

 The Stars  
 

 
 
Two bright stars mark the return of spring—Arcturus and Spica!  
This year Saturn joins them to make a terrific trio. Look for them in 
the eastern sky about one hour after sunset.  

Track the Moon by phases or when it 

passes near bright planets or stars. 

February  28 & March 1  
Venus & Moon (morning) 

 
March 4  
New Moon (between Earth and Sun) 
 
March 6  
Moon at Apogee (farthest point from Earth) 
  
March 6 & 7  
Jupiter & Moon (evening) 
 
March 11   
Moon & Pleiades Star Cluster  
 
March 12  
1st  Quarter Moon (rises around Noon) 
 
March 13  
SPRING AHEAD!  Set Clocks 
Forward One Hour.  
 
March 19  
Full Moon 
March 19   
Moon at Perigee (closet point to Earth)  
 
March 20  
First Day of Spring!  Vernal 
Equinox occurs at 6:21pm CDT. 
 
March 20 & 21  
Saturn & Moon (late evening,  morning) 
 
March 26  
3rd Quarter Moon (rises around midnight) 
 

 
 
March 30 & 31  
Venus & Moon (morning) 
 



Universe Updates            Theater News 
 

R2 Who? 
 

 
 
Look out above you, R2 is now orbiting the Earth. NASA’s new 
robot called Robonaut 2 was just launched aboard the Discovery 
Space Shuttle on February 24. Discovery will transfer R2 to its new 
residence aboard the International Space Station (ISS). Right now 
though, R2 is only half there. Its legs will follow on a later launch.  
 
R2 is the first humanoid robot to work in space. Eventually its 
primary function will be to help astronauts with EVA—Extra 
Vehicular Activities. The new robot has cameras, or "eyes" to view 
and set-up worksites outside the Space Station. This will save 
precious time before the astronauts go out and finish the task at 
hand. 
 
R2 will start first though helping with more mundane tasks once the 
legs are attached. The new robot will wipe handrails, vacuum air 
filters, and other basic cleaning. Someday though, NASA hopes to 
outfit R2 with a jetpack. 
 

Discovery’s Last Ride  
 
What a ride for Discovery!  When all is said and done this Space 
Shuttle will have traveled almost 150 million miles. That’s like going 
to the Moon and back 314 times!   
 
Since its first launch in 1984, Discovery has completed 38 missions 
with nearly 6,000 trips around the Earth. Discovery has carried 180 
astronauts up in space and totaled nearly one complete year in 
weightlessness. 
 

 
 
The Discovery Shuttle is scheduled to land March 7. 
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Coming this Summer! 

 
Family Planetarium Show—Opens June 4 

 
IMAX Film—Opens June 4 

 

Great Exhibit at MPM! 
 

 
Mummies of the World—Ends May 30! 

 Experience IMAX! 

  
             HUBBLE                     MUMMIES:  
                                     Secrets of the Pharaohs 

At the Planetarium: 

 
Stars of the Pharaohs      

         


